
 

 



Resource Guide 

 

Hello! This is your friendly resource guide zine - we 

put together some info that we hope will be useful as 

we work together to better support parents and 

children’s experience at the Allied Media Conference. 

We welcome feedback/input for next year! 
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1. Kids Practice Track 

 

We are building on our experiences in years past to help 

people of all ages co-create the magic of the AMC. 

Rather than planning separate programming for kids as 

we have done in years past, this year we want to assist 

in creating a conference where kids and youth can 

actively participate in more aspects of the AMC 

experience.  

 

As in year's past, youth organizers will be an integral 

part of the planning process. We hope that this 

approach will influence adult organizers and  

 

participants to think intentionally and thoroughly about 

the roles of kids and youth as well as our wise elders in 

the work we do in and outside of the AMC. 

 

We envision the 2013 Kid's Practice Space as a place 

for kids, tweens, youth, parents and caretakers to have 

their own space at the AMC. The practice space is not 

just a physical space, but an adventure with many 

possibilities. 

 

The practice space is a hub for people to find 

kids/youth-programming happening at the AMC. It will 

also be a place for kids and tweens to connect with 

adult buddies who can accompany them to workshop 

sessions. It will be a space for downtime and loosely 

structured activities, as well as a space to connect with 

other kids and caretakers. 

 

We hope our programming encompasses workshops for 

young people to create and learn through media in 

multi-generational sessions, done in collaboration with 

other tracks and practice spaces. We want it to include 

outside time and field trips, games and activities. We 

want to meet the needs and desires of people of all ages 

who come to the AMC, and to create sessions and 

activities that integrate everyone into the AMC 

experience. 

 

We see this stage of evolution of the Kids 

Track/Practice Space as part of a long-term process to  

 



help the AMC and the many movements which 

converge at the AMC become more inclusive of 

families in general - and specifically queer parents, 

low-income mothers of color and their children. 

 

2. Guide for Planning All-Age Workshops 
 

This guide was developed last year to help Track and 

Practice Space coordinators develop at least one 

workshop within their track to be kid-friendly at the 

Allied Media Conference. We imagine that these 

workshops will not only just be okay with kid-noise, 

but will be designed with kids in mind and how to 

incorporate the participation needs of kids into a media 

justice workshop.   

 

How to use this guide: 

These are recommendations for how to make your 

workshop friendly to kids aged 0-12. 

Intergenerationality can transform spaces more than we 

sometimes realize: what makes kids feel most 

comfortable in a space, also typically makes everyone 

feel more comfortable and more fully able/willing to 

participate 

 

Some considerations for planning workshops 

designed with kids in mind: 

 Ask: “What are some things you’re already 

doing that work well for kids?” 

 Ask: “ What is good for everyone in the room to 

feel fully able to participate?” 

 Not everyone has to be doing the same activity 

(recognizing that different age groups might 

engage more with different kinds of activities) 

 Ask kids if your workshops work! Rather than 

open-ended questions, ask in formats like, 

“What do you like about this? What do you not 

like?” 

 

What to expect when there are _____- aged kids in 

the space: 

• Babies – kid noise, crying, caretaker going in 

and out of room 

• Preschool – Need leadership, 1 on 1 attention 

• Lower elementary – Can start doing 

individual activities, short attention span 

• Upper elementary – Activities are better than 

talking, no more than 5 min attention span 

 

Specific strategies/tools that we’ve found helpful 

during workshops designed with kids in mind: 

• Recognize parents and kids at the beginning 

(acknowledge that they and their needs are 

welcome in the space) 

• Using props (precaution – don’t hand scissors to 

kids) 

• Share a story as a way to convey 

ideas/information/issues 

• Have shared experiences in the room, then reflect on 

those (rather than on life experiences) 

 

 



• Playing games, Theater of the Oppressed 

http://www.theatreoftheoppressed.org/en/index.

php?nodeID=3 

• Incorporating different learning styles: tactile, visual, 

auditory, kinetic (movement based) 

• Having kids engaging in the subject matter without 

doing the same activity (maybe making 

something that contributes to the larger whole of 

the workshop) 

• Spend time on breaking down the basics 

• Have some tangible component(s) to abstract 

thinking or talking process 

• Having kids lead what that (above) 

illustration/tangible component might be 

• Having mixed age groups of folks (older kids with 

younger kids, kid-adult partners) 

• Apply learning in your interactions with kids 

• Finding specific roles for kids 

• Remember to check in with kids about how the 

workshop is going/went for them 

 

Example: 

 

◦ Ex: For a workshop about designing a 

PSA, people might work in small 

groups. There could be a kid in each 

group who had a specific role (not of 

doing the abstract thinking, but maybe of 

being on camera, of saying a rehearsed 

line in he video, or of making artwork to 

share about the issue that the PSA is 

grappling with 

 

These tips are being suggested so that we, as adults, are 

intentional about our interactions with kids. Our 

tendency, as adults, can be to disregard children’s 

needs, talk over them, and move into strictly intellectual 

activities. We hope to create spaces where all ages can 

participate fully and are not left out of the experience. 

 

 

3. Examples/Statements from other conferences 

 

 

From Femme Con 2012 Steering Committee - to all 

conference presenters: on the subject of creating kid 

and caregiver friendly space: 
 

Dear presenters! 

  

I'd like to make sure that all presenters are aware of our 

philosophy this year with regards to children and 

intergenerational spaces, and what you can do to foster 

support & access! 

  

We are SO pleased to again have childcare at the 

Femme Conference. We also know that some parents / 

caregivers prefer to have their children with them, 

especially with very young babies / nursing toddlers. 

We'd like your support in making sure that babies are 

*always* welcome with their caregivers, and in case  

 



 

 

there was any question, we 100% support nursing.What 

that means for workshop spaces is that there may be 

baby noises sometimes, and a great way that you can 

support this access is to make clear that this is ok. No 

caregiver will stay in a room with a screaming child, as 

that's no fun for anyone (including the child!), but some 

occasional noises are inevitable :) 

  

I've heard feedback from many caregivers that they 

experience a lot of anxiety about this when bringing 

their baby into a workshop space, so any kind of 

acknowledgment at the start of the workshop that they 

and their babies are welcome goes a super long way. 

  

We'd also like to encourage older kid participation 

where appropriate, because kids are not just future 

active members of our community, they're already part 

of our community! I know this can get complicated as 

not all workshops are appropriate for all kids (and some 

may have legal issues at stake). I tend to trust 

caregivers to suss it out, but if there's a kid in your 

workshop and you're concerned about it for any reason, 

please feel free to check in with the caregiver about it! 

You can also always check in with a Steering 

Committee member about it. 

  

Let me know if you have any questions or concerns! I 

am SO EXCITED that we will all be in Baltimore next 

week! 

 

 



 

Email about childcare at Anarchist Bookfair 2012: 
 

 The NYC Anarchist Book Fair (April 13-15) is 

committed to supporting a multi-generational 

movement and will support children, parents and 

caregivers to the best of its ability.   The weekend will 

include a space with ongoing activities for children, 

including photo and video editing skillshares for 

younger teens.  People who would like to drop by and 

tell a story, play a game, share a skill or otherwise help 

out with childcare duties are welcome to stop by. 

  

In addition, Judson Church is generously offering 2 

small rooms for kids and caregivers who require a more 

quiet space. 

  

Though we provide space and activities for children 

maintained by a small but dedicated crew of caregivers, 

we do not require properly supervised kids to be 

confined within it.  We ask all book fair participants to 

be supportive of kids, parents and caregivers wherever 

they are (see concrete ways to support and political 

prisoner David Gilbert's appeal to men in regard to 

sharing childcare duties below), as we do not 

discourage them from attending any part of the venue, 

including workshops. 

 

 

 

  

The success of this weekend's childcare requires the 

support of all participants of the book fair.  We do not 

require presenters to tailor their presentations to 

children (though we encourage it), but accept that 'kid 

noises are the sign of a growing movement' (quote from 

prison abolitionist Jason Lydon of the Community 

Church of Boston) and ask that all participants share the 

sense of community responsibility needed for a 

supportive environment.   People who cannot get their 

heads around this concept should reconsider their 

attendance. 

  

So drop by the childcare space and play a game, share a 

skill, tell a story and meet the next generation of young 

radicals. 

  

Thank you for supporting a multi-generational 

movement. 

  

NYC Anarchist Book Fair Collective 

----------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



February 17, 2010  

An Open Letter to Movement Men 
  

To My Brothers in the Movement, 

 

This open letter is a call, made both passionately and 

emphatically, for movement men to get fully involved 

in childcare. Childcare is one of the most demanding 

and most rewarding jobs in the world and is essential to 

advancing the struggle. I’ve been surprised to learn that 

in this day and age that responsibility still falls 

overwhelmingly on women. Men’s failure in this regard 

is not only unfair but also hurts our movement since it 

is a major impediment to women’s participation, to the 

full range of contribution they can make. But even 

more, if truth be told, this aloofness damages men the 

most because we cut ourselves off from the regular 

interactions that can enrich our lives in many ways. 

Children ask the questions that make us think more 

deeply about everything, exude the energy that buoys 

our spirits, embody the potential that gives us hope for 

the future. 

 

It’s for the children that we fight to make a better 

world. Brothers, it is way past due to get fully involved 

in childcare. 

  

David Gilbert 

(anti-imperialist political prisoner) 

 

 

3. Concrete Ways to Support Parents and Children 

in Your Community/Movement  
(compiled at the La Rivolta! Anarcha-feminist conference, 

2006) 

 
1- Give Children Attention. Say something to them: just be 

your true self, whatever you  are thinking, they are open to 

that. Children act better when they get attention. In the 

beginning of a meeting if a group gives the children some 

attention, they are often happier and better behaved for the 

rest of the meeting. 

  

2- Develop childcare as an ongoing relationship with a child 

– it takes some time to get to know a child before they are 

comfortable with doing stuff with you away from their 

parents. 

  

3- Offer a slot of time, to spend time with a child on a 

weekly basis 

 

4- Integrate children and adults: it’s more pleasant to watch 

children with other adults to talk to; it’s more pleasant for 

the children to see adults enjoying each other and not feel a 

burden to them. 

  

5- Include children in the planning of any activity, like a 

sewing workshop for instance. 

 

6- Doing something child-friendly? Ask a kid if they want to 

come along. (Lizxnn has been taking Siu Loong  

for Critical Mass rides for three years and she loves it.) 

Children can benefit from activities their parents don’t do 

and parents can benefit from the time to themselves. 

  



7- If a baby is crying because it needs to be held and the 

parent has their hands busy and can not hold it; offer to hold 

the baby. 

  

8- If a child is making a disturbance in an area, offer to go 

outside with the kid so the parent doesn’t have to leave the 

event. 

  

9- Meet parents at their level: come visit them at home or 

where ever their spaces are. Let parents talk about being 

parents: realize having a child is like having the most intense 

love affair you have ever known (says one parent. Another 

says – not.) 

  

10- Acknowledge children: don’t treat them like they are 

invisible 

  

11- Give us a smile! 

 

ALSO - When providing child care at political events: (and 

every event should have child care!) 

 

12- Visit the children and childcare providers in daycare – 

and say “Hi!” Childcare providers can feel isolated from 

others at the event. Have a cup of tea with them! (suggested 

by Siu Loong, age 5) 

  

13- Parents with different aged children have different needs. 

Parents with younger children or children who aren’t 

comfortable leaving their side yet would benefit from 

childcare that was off to a side of the same room or more 

central to the main events. Parents with older and more 

independent children benefit from having them in a different 

room or floor. Either way, childcare must be assessable. 

  

14- Parents need to give more input to the day-care 

providers, about their and their children’s needs during the 

planning of the event. At least tell them you are coming and 

the age of your child/ren. 

  

15- It’s comforting for parents to know childcare is 

available, even if they don’t use it 

  

AND – Contemplate 

 

16- How much work/consuming being a parent is: 24/7; in 

the beginning years it’s hard to even think straight: one is 

still adjusting to being a parent and young children’s needs 

are very intensive 

  

17- That radical parents don’t fit in at mainstream places, 

like their children’s schools - so when they go to 

radical/social justice gatherings and don’t feel supported by 

their own culture – how bad that feels. 

 

These suggestions are from the “Don’t Leave Your Friends 

Behind: Anarcha-feminism & Supporting Mothers and 

Children” workshop at La Revolta! To get a copy of the 22 

page workshop handout: you can download it from: 

http://bengal.missouri.edu/~maxwellr/DontLeaveYourFriend

sBehind.pdf 

 

and now the book: Don’t Leave Your Friends Behind: 

Concrete Ways to Support Families in Social Justice 

Movements and Communities, PM PRESS, 2012 


